
BY PHILIP ALLEBONE

A call to CMS from a company in Belfast Road, 
Apex, had the CMS Special Investigations 
Unit heading out there, where two suspects 
had been discovered committing fraud. 

It seems that the suspected fraudsters had 
fabricated an invoice to one of the company’s 
larger suppliers, which had credit with them, 
and ‘bought’ nearly R60 000 worth of steel. 
Fortunately the company was sharp-eyed, 
spotted the discrepancy and CMS was called 
in. The invoice was examined and the order 
number matched an order from 2008. 

CMS detained the suspects and held them 
until the arrival of the police and a case of 
fraud was opened. The two were whisked 
away to the station for processing under 

SAPS arrest. It became clear however that 
the two were a part of a syndicate and were 
not working alone at all. The company began 
to examine the documents again to see if any 
more discrepancies could be found. 

The next day, the person who sent the two 
suspects to make the fraudulent transaction, 
called in to find out where his purchase was, 
and it was realised he did not know that his 
‘pawns’ had been arrested already. 

CMS immediately told the company to give 
the excuse that the truck had broken down, 
holding up their delivery, and advised them  
to get the truck loaded with the stock as if all 
was still fine. The address indicated for the 
delivery turned out to be a place in Battery 

Street, Waltloo, Pretoria. Together with the 
Tswane Flying Squad and the Provincial Crime 
Intelligence, CMS followed the truck to its 
destination. 

The truck arrived and went into the premises 
of the destination. Two men came out to 
unload the stock, and as they began to do so, 
the police and CMS swooped in and arrested 
them, thus making two further arrests on 
the fraud case. 

Excellent co-operation between the police,  
business and CMS has once again resulted 
in successful arrests and it is operations 
like these that are proving very effective in 
catching not only the criminal foot soldiers 
but also the more senior suspects.

BY PHILIP ALLEBONE

One of the most expensive things that a 
company faces is fraud, and it can cripple 
a business. An incident recently saw CMS 
detain a suspect for fraud and the SAPS 
arrest them, showing that it is indeed seen 
as a criminal case, but what kinds of fraud 
are there and how do we know what they are? 

Reading a white paper on the subject by 
Dawn Lomer enlightened us as to what the 
situation actually is. Dawn is a Manager 
at i-Sight Software and a Certified Fraud 
Examiner (CFE), based in Cananda. She 
writes about topics related to workplace 

investigations, ethics and compliance, data 
security and e-discovery, and hosts I-Sight 
webinars.

The main kinds of fraud that are encountered 
are the following;

• Asset Misappropriation: Fraud whereby any 
items or monies are illegally taken from 
the company or are used for personal (not 
work related) uses.

• Vendor Fraud: Including billing, awarding 
tenders or bribery and kickbacks.

• Accounting Fraud: Including account 
altering and embezzlement.

• Payroll Fraud: Includes ‘ghost’ employees, 
advance fraud and even timesheet fraud.

• Data Theft

• Bribery and Corruption: This can be 
damaging not only in money but also in a 
company’s reputation.

The biggest defence against fraud, 
interestingly enough, is having the employees 
reporting it when they come across it, though 
good checks and balances still make a huge 
difference. Either way, fraud is a crime and 
as we pointed out, despite the many and 
fascinating ways in which you can commit 
it, the destination remains the same - jail.
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BY PHILIP ALLEBONE
On the 25th of February an Armed Robbery 
took place at a business on 3rd Avenue in 
Bredell. According to reports from the scene 
a white Toyota Quantum with an unknown 
registration stopped across the street from 
the business and five suspects, all of them 
armed with handguns, got out the vehicle and 
casually entered the shop. 
The two cashiers were held up by one of the 
suspects who ordered them to empty out the 
till, but it seems that the frightened workers 
took too long and one of them was assaulted, 
struck about the head with a handgun. 
While the one suspect was dealing with the 
cashiers, the other four started taking stock 
from the shop. At this stage it is still unclear as 

to what was taken or its value as a stocktake 
needs to be done, but it has been confirmed 
that both stock and cash was taken from the 
store by the suspects, who then fled the scene. 
The Quantum left down 3rd Avenue and was 
followed, but they managed to get onto High 
Road and the pursuit lost them. 
CMS was on the scene to assist and the 
paramedics treated those assaulted. It has 
been reported that the suspects have left 
forensic evidence at the scene that will be 
collected to assist with their identification 
and hopefully their capture, along with other 
evidence that will be processed. The brazen 
manner in which they did the robbery seems to 
indicate that they are old hands at crime and 
are to be considered very dangerous.  

BY PHILIP ALLEBONE
It has been noted in the last month that the 
incidence of tyre theft has risen, especially 
in the plots area and in the industrial areas. 
While this is always a problem, especially in 
places that have trucks standing overnight, 
the increased incidence means that it is wise 
to ensure that there is also and increased 
vigilance.
Just recently on the 20th and the 21st of 
February, there were three incidents that 
involved the theft of tyres, two in Pomona and 
one in Bredell, and it is clear that the gangs are 

targeting tyres again. As is always the case, we 
note that over the course of time, crime goes in 
waves and while certain items are a constant 
and perennial target, other things happen in 
‘seasons’ as it were, as the criminals target 
one thing and then, as the security and police 
focus there, they move on to something else. 
Trucks are always popular of course, and there 
is a high value on a tyre for a truck, making the 
resale to unscrupulous dealers a popular way 
to make money. At the moment it seems that 
on the plot areas the three target item that 
are most reported are the tyres, the batteries 
and the cables.

BY PHILIP ALLEBONE
On the 12th of February, in the early morning, 
CMS responded to a scene in Patrick Str, Jet 
Park where it seemed there had been a break 
in. The Patrolman inspected the premises of 
the business and, having ascertained that 
the premises was safe, the Patrolman and 
the Client went in together to see what had 
been taken. 
It soon proved that the suspects had entered 
the premises over the front palisade and 
damaged it as they did so. The front door, a 

front window and the burglar bars getting into 
the building was damaged. 
Inside the suspects had taken a forklift battery 
and copper cables, then exited the building 
over the side wall, damaging the razor wire. 
As the Patrolman and client went out into the 
street they spotted a suspect hiding nearby 
and gave chase, apprehending the suspect. 
The SAPS were called and the man proved to 
be in possession of break in implements and 
burned cables. The suspect was arrested by 
the police and taken to the station for charging.

BY PHILIP ALLEBONE
Petrol theft is a problem that has always been 
a huge issue and it is getting worse all the 
time! As the cost of fuel rises the number of 
incidents increases and of course the loss 
financially is huge. 
On the 13th of January, around midnight, 
CMS raced to a scene where two suspects 
in a bakkie not only filled their tank but also 
containers on the back and generating a bill 

of over R7 000. The card that they gave for 
payment was declined (of course) and the 
two suspects made an attempt to flee in their 
vehicle. 
CMS arrived on the scene and the two were 
detained and SAPS were contacted. The police 
arrived on the scene and the two were arrested 
and taken to the station. There certainly needs 
to be something done to help stop people 
stealing petrol in this way. Well done CMS!

BY PHILIP ALLEBONE
On the 19th of February while patrolling 
in Dreyer Avenue a CMS Patrolman was 
approached by a member of the community, 
who is also part of the local CPF, and requested 
to assist with a suspected crime. 
The patrolman was informed that while the 
CPF member was on patrol he passed by 1st 
Avenue and 6th Road in Bredell when he saw a 
man carrying what appeared to be cables. The 
Patrolman went along with the CPF Member 
and they found the suspect and the Patrolman 
detained him. He was carrying what appeared 

to be about 40 meters of copper cable and 
could not provide reasonable explanation of 
how he came into possession of it. 
The police were called to the scene and the 
man was arrested on charges of Possession 
of Stolen Materials. The suspect was taken to 
the police station for processing by the SAPS. 
The constant theft of the cables in the 
area seems to be on the increase and is a 
serious problem that is causing a great deal 
of disruption to the area in terms of supply 
of electricity in addition to our regular load 
shedding.

BY PHILIP ALLEBONE

On the 18th of February a sting operation 
was conducted in a joint effort by the 
Provincial Intelligence Crime Unit, the EMPD 
Task Team, Germiston, and the CMS Special 
Investigations Unit. 

The effort was the result of a CMS client in 
Koornhof Street in Meadowdale who came to 
suspect three of his workers stealing stock. 

The team investigated and it was discovered 
that the three were loading their trucks for 
deliveries as usual, but at the same time 
loading extra stock, which they then did extra 
stops with on their route and sold off for 
their own gain. It was discovered that tens 
of thousands of Rands worth of stock was 
stolen this way. 

The three suspects were then brought in 
for a hearing and immediately after the 

hearing they were arrested on no less than 
two separate cases and whisked off to the 
Police Station. 

They are said to be appearing in court shortly. 
Given that they were caught red handed 
through the investigations of the task team 
it is sure that they will meet justice. 

The thefts were cleverly set up as the 
business is a distribution hub with many 
trucks going in and out with stock on a daily 
basis, but the owners’ control of both trucks 
and supplies is stringent and readily showed 
the discrepancies that lead to the Task team 
being formed to catch the suspects. 

Working in tandem with the police is 
a common thing for the CMS Special 
Investigations Unit when it comes to crimes 
of this nature and it seems that their success 
rate is very high. 

Arrest of 3 Suspects in 
Meadowdale
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Safety Warning on our 
Roads

Love, Life & Memories
BY PHILIP ALLEBONE
As you may be aware, CMS keeps an eye out 
on the reports in the area and its surrounds as 
to the dangers that may affect our community. 
We have noted that on several of the groups, 
especially on the highways and around toll 
plazas, there are reports of debris being left 
deliberately in the road to force motorists to 
stop, after which they are robbed or hijacked. 
There are also reports of rocks being thrown 
off bridges and cars being severely damaged in 
that way. While not all the places where these 
things are occurring are local, we do advise 
that if anyone is on the road at all, especially 
at night, and if you are travelling out of the 
East Rand, to please be very careful. 
Photographs that were posted on different 
groups show that rocks and even metal spikes 
are used and would be hard to see travelling at 
speed in the dark on a freeway. Reports have 
come in from around the roads to Bapsfontein, 

the roads to and going into Barberton, and on 
roads going out of Pretoria. It is hoped that 
this will not become a problem on this side.

BY PHILIP ALLEBONE
Love is not just a romance thing, but also 
about caring and relating to all  those that 
matter to us. At Chelsea Lane, Valentines was 
celebrated in style with all the residents of 
the home. Wendy and Bridget did wonders 
for them by having a special meal with lovely 
food, and chocolates and cake and of course 
wonderful music to accompany it all. Love was 
certainly in the air! 
Not only that but they also had a visit from 
one of their most favourite visitors - a parrot 
by the name of Opal that delights them all 
and gets amazingly chatty with the residents, 
something that adds a real splash of vibrancy 

in their lives. A little love goes a very long way 
indeed, and we are so pleased to see how 
the residents respond to the cheer that Opal 
brings!! It is always a good thing to remember 
that value of our family - our parents brought 
us up and gave us the start that made us 
all that we are today and we should never 
forget them. 
I know that Chelsea Lane has a tough job as 
most of their residents are in need of a fair 
amount of extra care, and some struggle with 
the most basic things, and it is for this reason 
especially that the little moments of love that 
make them smile are simply priceless. God 
bless you all!

E.R BATTERIES
SHOP 4, 108 TOM JONES RD
BENONI JUNCTION
067 645 4765

We Delivery anywhere in
Benoni for FREE!

18 Month Guarantee 
Maintenance FREE Battery

 
No Scrap Battery Charge

at R200

Contact or Whatsapp us on:
067 645 4765

10% DISCOUNT FOR 
NOVEMBER & DECEMBER

610 R 780 652 R 1 010
615/6 R 750 657 R 1 010
618 R 750 668/9 R 1 410
621/2 R 890 658 R 1 510
628 R 800 674 105amps R 1 750
630/3 R 750 681 R 1 960
636 R 760 689 R 2 160
638 R 950 Gel 102 A R 1 950
647 R 950 Gel 120 A R 2 250
646 R 950 Gel 200A R 3 750
650 R 1 310
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What can ONE Person Do?

BY PHILIP ALLEBONE
I was watching a TV program the other night 
and at one point the hero of the story asks the 
question, “What can one person do?”
It stuck in my head and eventually it occurred 
to me that in any endeavour it is ALWAYS just 
one person doing something! Its just that 
sometimes they get joined by many others.
Looking back at the history of Benoni it is 
apparent pretty quickly that the actions of just 
one person have over and over had a huge 
effect on the shaping of out communities.
It was one man that started up the mining and 
managed it here for the various companies 
and eventually it was one man that oversaw 
it all and made the basic layout of the town 
from his farm that was Farrar Farm. It was 
one man that brought out the new (at the 
time) “Tar McAdam - tarmac” that they used 
to surface the dirt roads through the village 
and linked the miner houses through to the 
town and the mines, a very new thing that had 
not happened before.
Fast forward to more recent times when there 
were about 49 armed robberies a month in 
Farrarmere and the park at Homestead was 
known as a drug haven.  
It was one man that decided he had had 
enough and started a neighbourhood watch. 

I ran into a charming old lady that is apparently 
now, I believe, 97 who remembers the ‘young 
man’ going up and down trying to get people 
involved when she lived in Bayley Street. That 
was the start. Others joined in and did many 
things along the way, but each one was just 
one person.
Archie Hurst was one man, and he joined 
one woman that said that the park should be 
looked after and this became the Homestead 
Helpers.
But back to the neighbourhood watch, it 
became a police project and they managed 
to even get cars for the police to use - right 
up until the project was destroyed by security 
companies. It seems that working against 
crime is NOT in their interest.
It was though this problem and the fact that 
there were laws that said you HAD to be a 
security company to patrol - that CMS was 
born - out of a community need to be looked 
after and in defiance of the laws. 
Where has all this lead to? Why did it get to 
this? It got here because ONE PERSON wanted 
to live in a place he could be proud of, that 
was safe, where you could walk in the park 
without concern, where he could, in short, be 
proud to live where he does. 
Over the years this has grown of course, one 
community is not alone, and one person is not 
either, and all of this became more, expanded, 
until there has been a hand in many community 
growth projects - where CMS has helped 
communities get and maintain closures, where 
CMS has been a part of cleaning up  areas 
and in fact even pay a man out of their own 
pocket to clean up Farrarmere, something that 
has grown further as there is also now a man 
paid by Rebel Foods in Atlasville to clean the 
park there! 
It has grown to the point that there is free 

monitoring at many of the old age homes, 
where some of the schools have free panic 
buttons on their phones, where instead of just 
doing armed response, CMS has patrolmen, 
guarding, chaplains and a psychologist, there 
are paramedics on call, even a snake catcher, 
and all because one man wanted to live in a 
decent area - but also realised that since he 
didn’t want to move, he had to make where 
he was good enough.
The knock on benefits of course have grown 
- realising that many criminals run to Tembisa 
CMS went to see what the situation there was 
and it soon became apparent that their crime 
was FAR worse than ours, and so the ‘Tembisa 
Project’ was born. Something that was said 
to be an ‘Idiot idea that won’t work and can’t 
last’ and which, about 12 years on, is not only 
still there but has grown!
There are many such things that have 

happened, of course, and while they might 
seem small at the time, they are all part of a 
great movement that makes the community 
grow. 
I was looking at the number of times donations 
have been made to community initiatives to 
achieve something - most recently the cleanup 
of the CBD. In the end there are two kinds of 
people, those that talk and those that do, and 
Benoni is in fact blessed with quite a large 
number of the kind that do things. 
Every little part is something that forms part 
of a whole, and just as Homestead Park went 
from being a drug haven to a place that is the 
pride of Benoni, we can do the same all over 
by standing together for a common goal.
To the question then of ‘what can ONE person 
do?’, we have to answer “make a start, and 
let others join in - you would be surprised at 
how many people want to!”



5Tell us your story!  Email: info@thepcn.co.za or Phone 011 578 5674CMS NEWS 18 March 2020

BY PHILIP ALLEBONE
A recent endeavour saw volunteers in the 
Benoni CBD cleaning up the mess that is 
the Benoni Plaza. The 200% Foundation 
initiative partnered with the Ekurhuleni 
metro and various stakeholders to host the 
#CleanMyBenoni project which took place on 
February 22 at the plaza. 
The once stunning center of town, where 
older residents reminisce about shopping and 
enjoying the beauty of the historic buildings, 
is now little more than a trash heap, and it 
became apparent that the mess was not only 
damaging businesses but making the CBD into 
a place that no one wants to visit – the once 
so called ‘Jewel of the East Rand’ is apparently 
now the trash heap of the East Rand. 
With this in mind a project was established 
to do something about it, and to be frank, the 
support was amazing! #cleanmybenoni drew 
in role-players not only from the general public 
but from the City of Ekurhuleni, the Police, 
the EMPD and many of the local businesses, 
including CMS and Mannys Build-it that 
sponsored spades and brooms and other 
tools to help with the clean-up. 
The efforts filled, we are told, three whole skips 
with rubbish and restored a certain amount 
of the pride that people have in their town! 
The final reports showed that 273 businesses 
registered and even more just came and joined 
in the clean-up. There was even a drug arrest 
that somehow got made! 
It shows us that when people work together 
for the place in which they live great things 
can happen and what might seem impossible 
becomes a reality. 
Benoni is an amazing and unique town, from 
where the most amazing collection of people 
have come to rise to positions no one would 
have thought possible, be it in sports, like the 
famous ‘Fighting Toweels family) to industry 

and entertainment and even royalty. It proves 
that Benoni people are people that make the 
amazing happen, and it gives hope to us that 
by working together we can ensure that our 
town really does regain its title as the Jewel 
of the East Rand. 
I think it is safe to say that we earned it once 
before and we can do it again! The clean-up 
resulted in a great deal of improvement but 
more importantly it also got people talking – 
giving ideas of what should happen there and 
how it could be ensured that it stays clean 
– and I think it fair to say that ideas are the 
seeds that bring the future to us. 
We certainly hope to see the CBD that our 
parents and grandparents remember.

Cleaning up the City
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BY PHILIP ALLEBONE

I n  y e t  a n o t h e r 
incident, on the 17th 
of February at around 
13h30, we see that 
drugs are still an 
increasingly growing 
problem in Benoni. 
In a communication 
from the EMPD we 
noted that they have 
formed a special 
drug task force, and 
are making some 
headway in arrests 
in the Benoni (and 
other) areas and we 
must offer them our 
greatest praise as 
the number of arrests 
seems to be quite 
significant! 
T h e  t e am  w a s , 
according to Kobeli 
Mokheseng, EMPD 
Spokesperson, in 
the Benoni area and 
patrol l ing Els ton 
Avenue where we 
know there is a 
continued problem, 
when they spotted 
a man idling around, 
looking suspicious 
and did a swift stop and search. 
The man was handcuffed when the officers 
discovered that were six small and medium 
ziplock baggies containing Crystal Meth on 
his person. 
The crystal meth was valued at R1 500 

and he also had R460 in cash. The man, a 
Nigerian national, was arrested on charges of 
Possession and Dealing in an Illicit substance 
and was whisked off to Benoni Police Station. 
He will shortly be appearing in the Benoni 
Magistrates Court. The more arrests they 
make the safer that our town will be!

BY PHILIP ALLEBONE

When dealing with security, one often forgotten 
or ignored factor is teaching children, mostly 
because ‘the adults will take care of them’. 
It important to teach the basics as there are 
times when children will answer the door, 
answer the phone or might be temporarily 
alone. The following steps are advised to 
ensure that your smaller child has the basic 
knowledge to be safe and do their part to keep 
the family safe.
• Don’t open doors to strangers. This is the 

home equivalent of ‘don’t talk to strangers’. 
Explain that not all people are good people 
and if you don’t know the person, always ask 
your parent. It is OK not to open the door!

• Children talk, often innocently, but teach 
them not to talk about new things to 
strangers. No one else needs to know that 
you have a new TV or a new car!

• Teach the child to secure locks and shut 
doors, and for the older ones, how the alarm 
and panic button works.

• Have an ‘emergency action’. If the child 
is scared and someone is trying to break 
in, they should lock themselves in a safe 
place (safe room or bathroom) and take a 
cell phone with them. Teach them to call 
ONE number (Trying to teach too many will 
result in confusion), then set the phone to 
have that one number on speed dial, so all 
they need do is press a single button. Make 
this the same for all phones in the house.

• Have a backup list for them with numbers 
- if they cannot get a parent then who they 
should call next?

• If they answer the phone while at home they 
should not say who is or is not at home, just 
that their parents are busy and will call back 
when they can. Frightening calls must be 
reported immediately.

Remember that doing is stronger in a child’s 
memory than listening - so doing drills teaches 
better than telling them. Remember that it 
is SITUATIONS rather that PEOPLE that are 
the danger - often a harmful person is known 
- teach the child to be careful of situations 
rather than of people as often strangers can 
be helpful and known acquaintances the 
danger. If a child is alert to a situation rather 
than a person, they will respond to a negative 
far better regardless of who caused it. Teach 
the child about noise and running away - if 
something ‘bad’ starts happening, run away 
screaming to a ‘safe place’. Safe places are 
not hiding places, but places with people or 
a known home or location. In ‘bad’ situation 
biting and scratching is allowed. Have check-
in procedures for regular times if your child is 
not with you, so they learn to talk and report 
to you if things change or happen.
These rules work at home, of course, but also 
at day-care or crèche, and parents should 
make sure to talk with the crèche about safety. 
The crèche should have security and preferably 
also offsite monitoring that allows the security 
company that responds see what is going 
on if the panic button is pressed. The CMS 
panic app is geolocated, allowing a response 
directly to where the problem is. Make sure 
that the crèche is up to speed with security. 
There should ALWAYS be supervision of the 
children at all times. Staff should know what to 
do in an emergency. Any medicines, cleaning 
products or other toxic substances should 
be out of the children’s reach. Sanitisation 
is important. Children are germ factories; 
proper disinfecting routines and cleaning 
routines must be followed. If the child is able to 
handle their side of security, then it becomes 
easier and safer for the adult to manage in 
an emergency and it means that for the few 
times that the child is NOT under their watchful 
eye, they are at least still as safe as possible!

EKURHULENI METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT

MEDIA LIAISON & PR UNIT

Kempton Park; Tel: 011 999 2744
www.ekurhuleni.gov.za 
17 March 2020: MEDIA RELEASE:
THE REPORTED HIJACKED BAKKIE RECOVERED 
ABANDONED IN BENONI AREA – SUSPECTS 
STILL AT LARGE
On the 16th of  March at 11h19 in Benoni area, 
the EMPD Equestrian Unit Members recovered 
a reported hijacked white KIA K2700 model 
Light Delivery Vehicle (LDV), found abandoned 
amongst other motor vehicles, in one of the 
shopping complexes parking bay. 
At 10h30, eye hawked Metro Police Officers on 
crime prevention operation, received a lookout 

of a robbed LDV on the two way radio. After 
being furnished with the GPS coordinates, the 
Equestrian Unit Team moved closer towards 
Zesfontein Rd in Benoni area where a white 
bakkie still intact, hijacked earlier on in Springs 
area, on Kingsway Rd, was spotted abandoned 
in one of the parking bay and cautiously 
approached.
South African Police Service fingerprints 
section, were summoned on site and the 
recovered van, was impounded to Benoni 
at the Van Ryn’s Deep, for safekeeping and 
thorough investigations will be conducted.
The search is underway, in an effort to catch 
perpetrators of the reported crime committed. 
Issued by: Kobeli Mokheseng
EMPD Spokesperson; 083 436-9544

Drugs in Benoni

Children & Security Hijacked Bakkie 
Recovered
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BY HANNES WAGNER

Lack of Integrity and Mentality   - The demise 
of Traffic Law Enforcement in South Africa?
Why South African public has no pride, trust or 
dignity towards traffic police services. 
We are going to have to take our safety into 
our own hands. Why? 
South African governmental authorities,   
insurance companies and the public are facing 
one of the most compelling struggles in years.  
Between 38 and 50 people die on South African 
roads daily. Taxi drivers at times kill up to fifty 
people a week… 
Endeavouring to remedy this critical state of 
affairs, government and traffic authorities 
have embarked on several measures, some 
very good intentioned but unfortunately most 
are quite ineffective and toothless;
•	AARTO – Transport and Traffic authorities 

are striving to implement the new traffic 
adjudication law. However, this law is fraught 
with astronomical administrative challenges 
that will have huge difficulty to survive the 
onslaught of extremely bad perceptions by 
the motoring public. If you ever read the 
AARTO and its amendments Act you will 
quickly realize that it’s a mere debt collection 
process… 

• Vigorous Camera speed law enforcement.  
Flawed due to a collapsed summonsing 
system, irregular action and inconsistency. 
Despite millions of camera notices issued 
on a monthly basis, the accident and death 
stats still remains very high. Camera law 
enforcement are clearly there for monetary 
reason and has very little to do with road 
safety.

•	Drive Alive Campaigns – mainly applied 
during long weekends and school holidays, 
and forgotten until the next holiday period… 

•	Roadblocks are the favourite child of traffic 
chiefs and transport ministry. The efficiency 
of this is however highly questionable. With 
roadblocks, only documentation of drivers 
and vehicles, as well as mostly petty road 
worthiness is checked. Serious roadworthy 
issues such as defective steering, suspension 
or defective brake systems do not get 
detected at roadblocks. Moving violations, 
the main culprit for causing accidents, goes 
un-detected at roadblocks. To apprehend this 
type of offense you need to be on physical 
patrol.

• The taxi industry is in shambles and proofs 
to be a political hot potato to whoever that 
tries to place them under proper control. 
The unruly and blatant disregard of laws by 
taxi drivers leads to great frustration with 
motorists.

Consistent law enforcement amiss in SA
South Africa is a huge country with vast network 
of open spaces, freeways, urban and rural 
roads. Multiple horrific and severe accidents 
happen on desolated stretches of road. For 
traffic authorities to keep the whole of this land 
under constant check is virtually impossible. 
We will need millions of traffic cops!
Why are South African drivers so bad?
Apart from the flawed law enforcement 
processes mentioned above, we are having 
other compelling reasons: 
South African Society Problematic.
Unfortunately it has become clear that the 
South African society, and in this context, 
road users, have a severe lack of mentality 
and integrity. South African drivers have a 
shocking behaviour and attitude once behind 
the steering wheel of a motor car.  
Why is this?  
• Political history of civil disobedience - For 

many years a political mind frame of civil 
disobedience to authority and governance 
was the method applied to get rid of the 
previous regime. Unfortunately this tactic has 
now come back to haunt the new authorities. 

•	Bad example - Set by political leaders and 
high profile people have now boiled down 
onto the public. Attitudes of politicians and 
public figures have taught us not to take 
responsibility and never to admit guilt. 
Examples of that are in abundance, such 
as  judges driving drunk, officialdom and 
politicians fighting cases to the bitter end 
and finding every loophole possible in the law.

•	Corruption – a huge contributor to mentality 
decay. We are virtually rotten to the core. 
Thousands of drivers are roaming our roads 
with either illegally acquired or inadequately 
tested for, driving licences. Drivers bribe 
traffic and police officers. Corrupt car 
dealerships telephonically obtain road 
worthiness certificates for second hand 
vehicles from unscrupulous private testing 
stations. (In other words, the car is never 
undergoing a roadworthy test…).    

•	Crime – it has become the famous scapegoat 
excuse for bad behaviour and driving. How 
often do you hear the argument; “Why don’t 
they (police) go catch the murderers and 
rapists first before they catch poor me for 
talking on my cell phone?” People are using 
crime as an excuse for bad road behaviour.

•	Taxis – Taxi owners and the authorities’ 
failure to discipline and contain this band of 
hooligan drivers are further breeding ground 
for lack of dignity, worsen attitudes and bad 
mentality of drivers. This is the possibly the 
most famous excuse used by motorists when 
caught for traffic offences.

•	Ill trained Traffic Police Officers – this 
renders a lot to bad attitude and disrespect 
towards law and police officialdom. Wrongful, 
malicious, ill conceived and incompetent 
actions by police and traffic officers, causes 
disrespect. A police officer, seen driving 
without his safety belt or talking on his cell 
phone is extremely damaging. Incompetence 
with accident management and poor docket 
preparation sees multiple offending drivers 
walking away scot free from prosecutions. 

•	Structural features – Potholed road 
surfaces damaging vehicles, poor road 
markings, missing traffic signage and 
defective robot lights increase the feeling 
of hopelessness and worsen mentality of 
the driving public.

• The famous “This is Africa!” excuse – How 
often do we hear that equation? People will 
spill their empty food containers out of the 
car window and when addressed about it 
they will simply shrug the shoulders and wave 
you off with that expression…

What becomes sad is that even more 
(previously law abiding) drivers are now joining 
the fray of carelessness and the malady of 
wrongdoings behind the steering wheel. We 
do things that we would never have dreamt of 
doing twenty to thirty years ago. Why? Chances 
of getting caught doing something wrong are 
minute and if caught we will simply jiggle our 
way out the fine or bribe the police officer! 
Are There Any Remedies And Hope?
• Foremost the governmental authority 

will have to take the lead in cleaning up 
house.  The cure must first come from the 
top avalanches of officialdom and police.  
They face a mammoth task. They need to 
eradicate the above excuses.  Competent, 
well-trained, disciplined, fair and just 
police force and traffic authorities has to 
be established. Only with pride, dignity 
and trust in government and its forces 
restored, can we expect the populace to 
follow suit.

• Once aforementioned are attained 
government needs to take a firm, non-
political stance on traffic law enforcement. 
They should come down on (all) traffic 
offenders with might and power. No 
one should be above the law… even 
judges, police chiefs and celebrities. 
Law enforcement concerned to taxi, bus 
and truck drivers needs a new design and 

plan. These drivers cause the most traffic 
mayhem, death and destruction.  

• Taxi and bus driver involved in any accident 
should immediately face a driver ban 
until investigation or court procedures 
exonerated him from having caused the 
accident.

We Can Do It Ourselves
Unfortunately, all of the aforementioned might 
take years.  Also, - it might never happen…So…
If Government and its Justice System fail to 
solve the problem, we should act ourselves. 
We, the ordinary drivers have to restore our own 
driving mentality, dignity and behaviour for our 
own good and for the sake of our loved ones. 
We need to:
• Stop looking for excuses and blaming all the 

above factors. Accept responsibility!
• Set an example to the younger generation 

of drivers. An awful lot of young people (18 
to 26 years) are losing their lives in vehicle 
accidents. This has to stop!

• Get more compassionate towards road 
safety and other road users, pedestrians 
included. 

• Endeavour to reach out to other motorists, 
even taxi drivers. Taxi drivers have an 
immense task, carrying millions of non-car 
owners daily. 

• We have to take over some functions 
that government and town councils are 
neglecting;
 ○ Report bad driving and demand action 

from authorities.
 ○ Report difficult roads, defective signs, 

lighting and robots and demand action 
from town councillors.

 ○ Make positive inputs and suggestions 
towards safer off loading spots for taxi 

passengers. Force the town council to 
create special offloading bays or lanes 
for taxis and buses.

• Grow positive attitudes behind the wheel, 
become friendlier, and communicate 
positively with other drivers or road users.

• Prevent anger and road rage at all cost. 
Aggression behind the wheel is a big killer. 
If it does not kill you inside a vehicle, it 
will get to you later in life in the form of 
depression or some other psychological 
dysfunction. Force yourself to simply 
ignore and drive around that taxi, old 
person or young inexperienced lady-driver. 

• Refuse to get fines by simply driving within 
the ambits of the law.

• Enjoy your dr iv ing and learn to 
relax behind the wheel.  

If we stubbornly refuse to take some of the 
steps mentioned above on our own, we could 
face quite deplorable possibilities…
What if government embarks on much more 
autocratic, oppressive and militant policing 
policies -It is halfway there already, with the 
intended threat of AARTO resulting in:
• Highly inflated fines and penalties.
• Blocking of functions such as renewal of 

driving licenses and other vehicle related 
functions. (If you are blocked under the 
AARTO Act, you will not even be able to buy 
or sell a car…)

• Defending of traffic fines will become 
virtually impossible due to the installing 
of difficult, expensive time-consuming 
mechanisms and procedures.

Traffic fines is money from your pocket. Prevent 
it - It is one way to make the demonic and 
unconstitutional AARTO Act fail… 

Lack of Integrity and Mentality - 
The demise of Traffic Law Enforcement in South Africa?
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BENONI
3 Klein St,
Lakefield, 
Benoni,1501
011 894 2814

BOKSBURG
 Kruger Street & 
Railway Street, 
Boksburg, 1459
011 916 5906

KEMPTON
PARK
111b Fitter Rd, 
Spartan, 
Kempton Park, 1619
011 975 6537

Snakes & Removals Dog Poisoning
BY PHILIP ALLEBONE

In a recent incident a response officer killed 
a Rinkhals after having pinned it down with 
a broom and trampling it to death. Fear and 
a lack of knowledge results in the killing 
of snakes on a regular basis. The Rinkhals 
(Hemachatus haemachatus), a snake in the 
family Elapidae, is known to rear up and hood 
in self defence, one of various defensive 
survival techniques displayed by this species 
when confronted.
1. They prefer to choose flight over fight if 

offered the opportunity when confronted 
and should you not be trained, either allow 
it the opportunity flee or in situations where 
you feel their presence might be a risk, 
rather phone your local snake remover/
rescuer while keeping an eye on it’s 
whereabouts from no less than 5m which 
is a safe distance from any snake including 
a Black Mamba. Otherwise, they will hide 
under or behind anything in it’s immediate 
environment.

2. Should it be in an open area where it feels it 
cannot escape the confrontation, it will rear 
up and display a hood hoping to discourage 
any further perceived threats to it.

3. If further confronted from here on, meaning 
the hooded display was unsuccessful, it will 
spit venom at its ‘attackers’ face. Venom 
in the eyes results in pain, discomfort and 
inflammation, causing swelling that can last 
up to three days. A proper and gentle rinse 
of the eyes with preferably running water for 
no less than 20min is best advised as a first 
aid measure. With Glaucoma in the family 
and in general it is best to seek medical 
assistance as soon as possible.

4. Should this be unsuccessful as a defensive 
mechanism, it will usually play dead 
(thanatosis) hoping that the ‘attacker’ or 
as it sees you, the predator (and a pretty 
big one from it’s perspective), will loose 
lose interest.

5. Killing or attempting to kill a snake raises 
the chances of being bitten by up to 80% 
as approaching the snake reduces the safe 
distance advised.

On a side note, Southern Africa we actually 
have 5 spitting snake species:
• Mozambique Spitting Cobra (Naja 

mossambica)
• Zebra Cobra (Naja nigrincta nigrincta)
• Black Spitting Cobra (Naja nigrincta 

woodi)
• Black Necked Spitting Cobra (Naja 

nigricollis)
• And lastly our own - Rinkhals 

(Hemachatus haemachatus) which is not 
a true Cobra and other than Cobras who 
lay eggs and have smooth scales, give 
live birth and have keeled scales.

Rinkhals from the Gauteng varies from a light 
grey-brown through grey to black colour.
Their keeled scales provides for a mat look/
finish and the have light to white coloured 
bands on the “front” (ventral) sides of their 
necks with variations in the amount and width 
of these bands from specimen to specimen.
They are adapted to grasslands and are 
probably the most commonly removed snake 
around the East Rand area.
They are quick to disappear if afforded the 
opportunity. They also provide more than 
sufficient warning signs that should be heeded 
rather than be ignored.
Please don’t kill our reptiles! 
Living such a secretive life, we hardly ever 
notice the amazing work they do in pest 
control.
Please contact the CMS Control Room  on 
0861 425 493 or 011 425 4933 for any 
assistance concerning snake removals or 
your local snake remover/rescuer. 

PREVENTING SNAKES
• There are no chemicals, plants or devices 

that prevents snakes from accessing your 
property.

• Snake Repellant, condis crystals, old 
diesel, Jeyes Fluid, home made remedies, 
repellents sold at stores, wild garlic plants, 
Geraniums etc are all fallacies.  

• Keep your premises clean from clutter 
due to building rubble, garden rubble, 
overgrowth etc.

• Keep food waste that attracts rodents clean 
and note that ponds and tropical garden 
set ups attract toads, both feeder animals 
for snakes.

• Close openings and cavities that can provide 
for hides/shelter for snakes

Photo: Copyright of Conrad Prinsloo 
#scalesandmore

BY PHILIP ALLEBONE

We have been experiencing again some dog 
poisoning in the area and it is always good t 
recap on what the criminals use and what to 
do about the problem! 
According to the SPCA the most commonly 
used poisons are either Carbamates/
Organophosphates, which are small black 
granules often put on food that is thrown into 
the yard, or rat poison that is either in pellet 
form or cake form. 
Symptoms.
Generally, organophosphates and carbamate 
are extremely fast-acting and kill about 95% of 
all dogs. ARPs take a bit longer to take effect 
but are equally lethal, even when ingested in 
small amounts.
EARLY STAGE: 
Intense twitching of the skin, Disorientation, 
Confusion, Excessive salivation or foaming 
at the mouth, Coughing up mucus or blood, A 
runny nose, Hyperventilation (rapid breathing), 
Increased restlessness, Dilated or pinpoint 
pupils
ADVANCED STAGE:
Vomiting which, in the case of ARPs, 
contains blood, Sudden difficulty breathing, 
Convulsions, Weakness, Extreme drowsiness 
and lethargy, Contortion of the body
Diarrhoea (in the case of ARPs the stool is 
usually black and tarry), Muscle twitching, 
Muscle twitching and tremors, In the case 
of ARPs: Bleeding from the gums, nose and 
wounds, Sudden blindness, Blood in urine.
If you suspect your dog has ingested poison, 
don’t wait for the above symptoms to show. 
Rather take your dog to the vet immediately.
WHAT TO DO
It’s important to act fast the moment you 
suspect your dog has been poisoned. However, 
the very first thing you need to do is call your 
vet and tell him/her you’re on your way. The 
vet will give you instructions on what to do 
in the meantime to better your pet’s chance 
of survival. 
Try and remain calm and focus on what you 
need to do. Also have someone alert your 
security company as poisonings are often a 
precursor to a possible house break-in. 
Remove your animal from the source of the 

poison. Also ensure children and other pets 
are kept away from the suspected poisonous 
substance. If your dog is conscious and not 
showing signs of seizures, difficulty breathing 
or vomiting, you can administer activated 
charcoal (found at most pharmacies and 
health shops). Note this is not a treatment, 
but will buy you a bit more time until you are 
able to get the animal to the vet. 
NB! Several SPCA branches now sell 
emergency kits containing gloves, a syringe, 
activated charcoal capsules and instructions 
on how to administer the capsules. You can 
phone your local branch for more info. If at 
any time the animal begins to vomit, convulse, 
struggle to breathe or falls unconscious, stop 
what you’re doing and get the animal to the 
vet immediately. 
When transporting your dog to the car, make 
use of a large blanket or towel to serve as a 
stretcher. This makes it easier to carry the 
animal while also limiting chances of the dog 
accidentally biting you. 
Try and take a sample of the poisonous 
substance to your vet. Wear rubber gloves 
when handling the substance. Once at the 
vet, tell them exactly what you’ve done so far, 
when you discovered the suspected poisoning, 
the symptoms and how you believe the poison 
was administered. If you suspect your dog 
has been deliberately poisoned, you need to 
report the incident to your local police and, if 
possible, provide them with a sample of the 
poisonous substance.
CMS does provide a service to remove a 
deceased dog, decontaminate the area and 
will provide transport to a vet for incineration. 
There is a cost involved which at the time of 
writing this article is R590, though if the family 
wishes to keep the ashes of their dog (not 
advised) then additional costs may ensue. 
Should you wish to take your animal’s body 
yourself then different vets may charge their 
own rates and it has been said that the SPCA 
will only ask for a donation, unless the owner 
wishes to get the ashes, in which case it will 
cost R1 020 for a specific cremation. 
Be aware that the poison is deadly and one 
should not touch anything without gloves and 
a cleanup of the premises is advised lest other 
animals or children are exposed to the poison 
too.
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CRIME STATS AS REPORTED TO CMS CONTROL ROOM.
Please refer to the Precinct Abbreviations above for reference.FEBRUARY 2020CRIME STATISTICS

 PRECINCT ABBREVIATIONS:
ABP - APEX BUSINESS PRECINCT
ACP  - ATLASVILLE COMMUNITY PRECINCT
APHA - ALPHEN PARK HOMEOWNERS ASS.
AVCP - ACTONVILLE COMM PRECINCT

BASS - BENONI AGRICULTURAL SAFETY & SECURITY
BCP - BREDELL & POMONA COMM PRECINCT
BNCP -  BENONI NORTH COMM PRECINCT
BPCP - BONAERO PARK COMM PRECINCT
BSCP - BENONI SOUTH COMM PRECINCT

BBG - BOKSBURG
CCP - CLOVERDENE CRYSTAL COMM PRECINCT
FCP - FARRARMERE COMM PRECINCT
GNCP - GREATER NORTHFIELD COMM PRECINCT
IPCP - IMPALA PARK COMM PRECINCT

JCP - JOINT COMM PRECINCTS
JPBP - JET PARK BUSINESS PRECINCT
LWRA - LAKE WEST RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
RCP - RYNMORE COMM PRECINCT
WECP - WESTERN EXTENSION COMM PRECINCT

Camera Buying Guide
Top tips when buying a camera for home 
security as advised by the experts in 
the field.
1. Cheap is expensive! It’s better to 

buy a decent quality camera system 
that you can add on to later as the 
budget allows than it is to buy a 
cheap no-name brand that after 
proves incompatible with anything 
and cannot easily be used etc. Pick 
a brand that your security company 
advises is good and well used in the 
field.

2. Check the warranty - get a camera 
with a decent warranty - with all the 
issues that we face electrically we 
need the backup.

3. Understand the capabilities. Cameras 
get used for different things - if you 
want one that works close up or 
at a distance, in low light or even 
night vision, then you must get a 
camera that is capable of doing 
what you need. On the other side, 
get a camera that suits what you 
need, if all you are doing is covering 
the front door you don’t need too 
fancy a camera. That said, think not 
only about distance but also lenses 
angle and so on. For example, a basic 
60-degree wide-angle, 4mm lens will 
effectively identify a human target at 
up to 4 meters, but it will not have 
enough range to view the neighbour’s 
property to the left or right. As the 
lens size increases the field of vision 
to the left and right will decrease, 
while the range at which a human 
target can be identified will increase.

4. What kind? Do you need an 
analogue, an IP or an HD camera? 
A basic analogue camera offers a 
low-resolution image suitable for 
detection of people and to monitor 
areas. An HD camera provides a crisp 
high-resolution image suitable for 
identifying numbers and characters, 
or for evidential recording for legal 
purposes.

5. Resolution and memory. A higher 

resolution offers a far more enhanced 
picture, which makes it possible to 
zoom in digitally and retain image 
quality to identify subjects and details 
such as vehicle number plates. The 
benefit of zooming in is that this 
intelligence can be shared with police 
investigators and security companies. 
There is also a need for storage on 
the drive of the camera - you need 
enough memory to store whatever is 
on and you need to know how long it 
will be there before it auto overwrites.

6. Position and lighting - the camera 
must be in the best place and have 
enough light to function correctly. 
Make sure that you get advice on 
placement and check at night for 
whether or not you can see anything 
on the camera in the dark!

All in all, ask yourself these questions 
and it should help you choose what is 
right for you;
• Should the cameras be seen or not? 

Do you want people to know you have 
them?

• Are the cameras inside or outside? 
The weather may be a factor, as will 
inside dust or grease in a kitchen, etc.

• How wide an area needs to be 
covered?

• How much detail do you need in the 
image?

• How good is the light in the area 
covered?

• Will you want to add more cameras 
as you get more funds?

• What kind of video support does the 
camera have?

• How compatible with generally used 
technologies?

Your security provider should be able to 
advise you to all of these things and help 
you get the best value from the camera 
that you choose to suit the needs that 
you have while still being effective.

R5 240*

Excl. Installation

Installation cost will be

determined upon assessment

*PACKAGE INCLUDES: 4x Bullet Cameras; DVR; 2TB HDD Hard Drive; 
8x BNC Crimp Connectors; 4x DC Sockets; PSU; 100m Coaxial Cabling; 4x Enclosures.

Please note that any custom bracketry, shelves or enclosures will be costed separately. 
To view the cameras via cellular device, a suitable internet link will be required.

FULL HD CCTV

SECURITY SYSTEM PACKAGE

For more information and formal quotation,
please contact us on: 011 578 5700
www.proudlycms.co.za

Product images are intended for illustrative purposes. Product/s can be replaced with 
similar item if out of stock. You will be offered an alternative of equal quality.
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• 24 Hour Armed Response • 24 Hour Monitoring Service • 24 Hr Paramedic Service • CCTV Offsite Monitoring 
• Assistance in Processing of Court Cases • Guarding • Tactical Unit • Suburb Closures • Crisis Intervention • The Olive Branch Trauma Centre 

• Cellphone Panic App • Animal Poisoning Support Unit • Snake Removal 

Community Control Room: 0861 425 493  • 011 425 4933
customer care: 0861 567 267  l  technical support: 0861 265 267

administration: 011 578 5700  l  fax: 086 679 7180

EMAIL CONTACTS:
enquiries: enquiries@cmssa.co.za  l  accounts: cmsaccounts@cmssa.co.za  l  technical: technical@cmssa.co.za  

guarding: guarding@cmssa.co.za  l  operations: operations@cmssa.co.za  l cctv: cctv@cmssa.co.za
 web: www.cmssa.co.za

ADDRESS:
physical address: cnr Louisa and Great North Roads, Brentwood Park, Benoni,1501

postal address: P.O. Box 15484, Farrarmere, 1518

NO LONG TERM CONTRACTS!

CMS COMPREHENSIVE SERVICES INCLUDE:

Providing a Comprehensive Security Solution to the Community for 20 years and counting! 
CMS, the name you can trust.


